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and with astonishing tenacity and unity of 
purpose he pursued them until he worked 
out Hol'Iins College. . . . His work stimu- 
lated the founding of other like institutions 
in Virginia and the South. Thus he budd- 
ed wiser than he knew.'1 
Heads of institutions will read with keen 
zest and oftentimes with amazement the 
financial history of Hollins. For forty-five 
years it was in the hands of a Board of Trus- 
tees, Mr. Cocke's valued friends, who al- 
ways held him in highest esteem. But all 
gifts of money from all sources, first to last, 
amounted to $35,000. Exactly half of this 
was donated by Mr. and Mrs. John Hollins, 
of Lynchburg. Of the total sum not a dol- 
lar ever touched Mr. Cocke's hand. It was 
all paid to the trustees and every cent of it 
put into new buildings and accommodations 
for the growing school. 
"He pressed on the attention of the 
trustees the certainty of continuous de- 
mand for enlarged facilities. To provide 
for this, it was agreed that the revenue 
from the boarding department should go 
to the trustees, who should devote it to 
that purpose. How ridiculously small 
that revenue was likely to be may be 
gathered from the fact that [at that time] 
a student was boarded at the rate of $5.00 
a month  Mr. Oocke was to pay 
his teachers' salaries and maintain him- 
self and family out of the tuition funds. . . 
Neither he nor any one of his sons and 
daughters, who worked so loyally with 
him, ever received a salary from, the 
Board  What remained in the 
[tuition] treasury after the teachers were 
paid was his. Out of that residue, it soon 
became evident, must come much of the 
means for repairs and improvements. 
There was no other source from which to 
draw. Improvements were made, and self- 
denial paid the bills. Now, while this in- 
volved inconveniences, it did not, of course, 
mean the making of gifts to the trustees. 
In just business fashion, they recorded 
each outlay of this kind as a loan to them- 
selves. As a consequence they went stead- 
ily in debt to Mr. Cocke. . . . They had no 
possible way of liquidating that debt. What 
could they do? What ought they to have 
done? They solved the question by offer- 
ing to give Mr. Cocke a deed to their insti- 
tution in satisfaction of their debt. The 
proposition was declined. He did not want 
to own the college. Such had never been 
his aim. He saw that the move would be 
a relief to the trustees, but a disadvantage 
to the school. He deprecated the idea of 
its going into private ownership." 
But a quarter of a century later, the year 
before his death, Mr. Cocke saw that some 
settlement had to be made, and nothing else 
seemed possible. So in 1900 he "gave up 
his notes and bonds to the trustees and they 
in turn gave over the instituition. . . . and 
Hollins became the property of Mr. Cocke. 
It was not the comsummation that he wished 
but there was no other alternative." 
Needless to say that heavy must have been 
the financial load, all those years, of a big 
institution, conducted on a basis of highest 
gentility, with no church or state or million- 
aire to help. But even during the Civil 
War Hollins did not close her doors, though 
in the midst of many sacrifices and perils, 
and depressed by the ghastly sight of the un- 
finished Main building, with boards nailed 
over its windows. By 1870 a new era dawn- 
ed, and from that time to the present, Hol- 
lins has known great expansion and progress. 
Is the key to Mr. Cocke's success to be found 
in these words wrung from his reticent 
soul in a dark moment long ago? "I will 
go on; I will trust in God and the peo- 
ple. ... We must not descend to the 
character of a neighborhood school." 
"Into the holy enterprise," writes Dr. 
Smith, "he grandly flung himself, his prop- 
erty, and his family." How real was his 
achievement Virginia knows, and the South, 
and our broad country. 
With the institution thus entirely de- 
pendent on the income from its students, 
how easy would it have been for a man less 
truly great to lower the standards and make 
graduation not quite so difficult. Mr. Cocke's 
record from 1855 to 1900 shows that among 
approximately six thousand students, only one 
hundred and twenty-five were awarded the 
full diplomla. From this it is easily seen that 
the word "fail" Was not left out of "the 
bright lexicon of youth" at Hollins, but was 
in frequent requistion among us, to express a 
very possible event. However, we well knew 
that the verb was always intransitive—that 
we were to be the subjects not the objects. 
Nobody was going to "fail us" or to "pass 
us." Facing the rigid examinations, we could 
quote with much feeling, though with a free 
punctuation, 
"If we should fail— 
We fail." 
Soft pedagogy, vaunting itself as progres- 
sive, miight call our revered president strict. 
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But all must call him just. Dr. Smith cleaves 
his way straight to the truth: 
"Mr. Cocke was a worker, and he 
hated Idleness as sin. Unrelentingly 
he demanded work. Never a student 
was allowed to escape that Imperious 
law. For this his girls gave him hon- 
or. Well did they understand that 
Hollins was not for fashionable fin- 
ish, or for money squandering, but for 
downright honest study." 
Here is a hint of the best thing, after all, 
that Mr. Cocke did for us. He gave us 
something to respect. We knew that he was 
sincere and consecrated to high service. And 
we could see that the bedrock foundation of 
his life was the religion of the New Testa- 
ment—not some mere borrowed, diluted form 
of its ethical teaching, but the pure doctrines 
of the Book itself. And so, when a dozen 
years ago a new school for the young women 
of Virginia was begun at Harrisonburg, re- 
quest was made of Hollins that a Bible from 
Mr. Cocke's office might be Volume One of 
the new library here and thus pass the torch 
from the eldest Virginia school for girls to 
the youngest. 
There are in the biography a hundred lit- 
tle touches, too, that bring back to us the man 
in the old likeness that we knew; how horses 
and boys obeyed him "without whipping" 
because each knew what he wanted him to 
do; how he found a way to feed the Rich- 
mond College students on what they liked— 
oysters and raisins; how with his faculty he 
"issued no commands, but trusted his teach- 
ers, inviting them to freedom of initiative and 
complimenting them with the expectation of 
efficient service." 
No account of Mr. Cocke's life could 
omit his wise, kind, and helpful relations 
with the colored people. After settling in 
the Valley he would ride seven miles and back 
on Sunday afternoons to hold Sunday school 
for the slaves at Big Lick, now Roanoke. 
Negro preachers caught his message and pass- 
ed it on to every plantation around. All his 
life they consulted him as a brother, wise and 
good. At his death a negro teacher wrote: 
"Thousands of our people with bowed heads 
mourn his loss and revere his memory." In the 
celebration of Mr. Cocke's hundredth birth- 
day last year I saw honored place given to 
four aged negroes who have rounded out 
half a century of service at Hollins. 
In passages like the following, one al- 
most forgets the transparent medium of this 
delightful book, being lost in reminiscence 
and in the restored presence of Mr. Cocke 
himself: 
"To thousands of us still, no figure 
on the Hollins quadrangle ever stands 
out so statuesque as his large form, 
becomingly clad in a Prince Albert 
suit, and surmounted with a favorite 
tall beaver hat. As he walked in un- 
conscious majesty, one could hear that 
resonant voice, issuing orders or be- 
stowing courtly greetings. The grace 
and evenness of the old Virginia gen- 
tleman sat on him like a crown." 
Elizabeth P. Cleveland 
II 
WHAT SOME OF VIRGINIA'S 
WOMEN ARE DOING 
Virginia women have taken an important 
part in social service of all kinds in recent 
years: they have participated in a suc- 
cessful struggle for equal suffrage; through 
health and charitable organizations they 
are responsible for decreased suffering 
and higher standards of moral and physical 
life; they have aided in making a more effi- 
cient educational system; the organization 
of club work among our boys and girls has 
accomplished great good; and their moral in- 
fluence was largely responsible for the enact- 
ment of our present prohibition laws. These 
are only a few of the phases of work in which 
the women of Virginia are accomplishing 
things. To show exactly what is being ac- 
complished in these varieties of service, I 
shall try to state in brief form some of the 
things that specific women have actually done 
and what they are doing now. There are 
others who are doing work of much impor- 
tance, but because of the limits of space, I am 
able to mention only a small number. 
SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT 
Formerly women were actually trained 
away from a sense of responsibility in civic, 
state, and national affairs. They were train- 
ed to think it unwomanly to be participants 
